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Overview

• Federal SBIR/STTR Program Reauthorization – All Agencies

• 2016-17 Reauthorization

• SBA’s Policy Directives

• Status of Pilot Programs

• H.R.2763 - SBIR and STTR Improvements Act of 2017

• NASA SBIR/STTR Solicitation

• Solicitation Release Information

• Program Schedule Information 

• Key Infusion and Commercialization Initiatives

• II-Enhancement and II-eXtended (Program Year 2015)

• II-Extended (Program Year 2016+)

• CCRPP

• I-Corps

• NASA and JPL SBIR/STTR Points of Contact
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2016 SBIR/STTR Reauthorization – All Agencies

• On 12/23/2016, the Federal SBIR Program was reauthorized long-

term (through 9/30/2022) as part of the National Defense 

Authorization Act (NDAA) for FY 2017, S.2943.

• NDAA became Public Law 114-328. 

• Full text as passed by the 114th Congress: 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2943/text

• Navigate to Sec. 1834, Extension of SBIR and STTR Programs

• The SBIR/STTR language included in the Act calls for a simple 5-

year reauthorization (extension of existing program) with no allocation 

increase beyond current 3.2% SBIR / 0.45% STTR, or specs on pilot 

programs. Such ancillary features may be considered by Congress at 

a later date for FY’18 and beyond. 

• Nevertheless, the 2016 Reauthorization provides long term stability to 

the base program. 
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2016 SBIR/STTR Reauthorization

November 14, 2017

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2943/text
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The SBIR and STTR Policy Directives

• Per the 2011-12 Reauthorization, Subtitle D: The U. S. Small Business 

Administration (SBA) had 180 days to implement amended SBIR and 

STTR Policy Directives in accordance with the reauthorization legislation.

• Federal agencies participating in SBIR/STTR must follow the guidance 

provided by the Policy Directives. 

• The 2011-12 Reauthorization bill included many program changes and 

additions. 

• A number of these are new tools for commercialization and 

infusion. Some apply only to certain agencies. Some items are 

mandatory, others are optional. The Policy Directives spell these out. 

• The amended Policy Directives were originally published in the Federal 

Register on 8/6/2012. Latest versions, dated 2/24/2014 and still 

currently active, are available at: 

https://www.sbir.gov/about/about-sbir#sbir-policy-directive (SBIR)

https://www.sbir.gov/about/about-sttr#sttr-policy-directive (STTR)

November 14, 2017 4

https://www.sbir.gov/about/about-sbir#sbir-policy-directive
https://www.sbir.gov/about/about-sttr#sttr-policy-directive


jpl.nasa.gov

Pilot Programs in the 2014 Policy Directives (1)
In Section 9, Responsibilities of SBIR Agencies and Departments

• 9(e)(3) Pilot to Allow for Funding of Administrative, Oversight, and Contract 

Processing Costs

• SBA shall allow an SBIR Federal agency to use no more than 3% of its SBIR 

budget for one or more specific activities:

• SBIR and/or STTR program administration.

• STTR or SBIR program-related outreach and related technical assistance 

initiatives.

• Commercialization initiatives not previously in effect. 

• For DOD and the military departments – carrying out the Commercialization 

Readiness Program, with emphasis on supporting new initiatives that address 

barriers in bringing SBIR technologies to the marketplace. 

https://www.sbir.gov/about/about-sbir#sbir-policy-directive (SBIR)

https://www.sbir.gov/about/about-sttr#sttr-policy-directive (STTR)

• Per the Small Business Technology Council: the House and Senate Small Business 

Committees will look at renewing this 3% administrative funds provision of SBIR/STTR, 

which was set to expire in 2017. 

• http://sbtc.org/?p=2195
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Pilot Programs in the 2014 Policy Directives (2)
In Section 12 – Supporting Programs and Initiatives

• 12(c) Commercialization Readiness Pilot Program for 

Civilian Agencies 

• Permits the head of any Federal agency participating in the SBIR 

Program (except DoD) to allocate not more than 10% of its funds 

allocated to the SBIR and STTR Program:

• For follow-on awards to small businesses for technology 

development, testing, evaluation, and commercialization 

assistance for SBIR and STTR Phase II technologies; or

• For awards to small businesses to support the progress of 

research, research and development, and commercialization 

conducted under the SBIR or STTR programs to Phase III.
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H.R.2763 - SBIR and STTR Improvements Act of 2017

• From “FYI This Week” (the American Institute of Physics’ science policy 

newsletter), Oct. 16, 2017 issue:

• “On Oct. 11, the House passed a bill [H.R.2763] that would make various 

updates to the ...SBIR and ...STTR programs, which provide private 

companies with federal R&D funds to support technology 

commercialization. According to an analysis of the legislation by the 

State Science and Technology Institute [SSTI], its most significant 

provision is a five-year extension of an authority agencies use to 

fund certain administrative activities, including outreach efforts... 

the legislation does not modify the percentages of agency R&D budgets 

that are set aside to fund the programs.”
From:    https://www.aip.org/fyi/fyi-this-week/week-october-

16?utm_medium=email&utm_source=FYI&dm_i=1ZJN,58ATQ,E29O81,K4X37,1 line item 

“Small Business R&D Bill Headed to the Senate”

SSTI analysis: https://ssti.org/blog/house-passes-bill-enhancing-

sbir?utm_medium=email&utm_source=FYI&dm_i=1ZJN,58ATQ,E29O81,K4XH7,1

• On Oct. 16, H.R.2763 was received in the Senate and referred to the 

Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship. 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/2763/text
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Summary of H.R.2763

• Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

• Sec. 2. Requiring insertion incentives.

• Sec. 3. Additional SBIR and STTR technology insertion reporting requirement.

• Sec. 4. Encouraging innovation in United States manufacturing.

• Sec. 5. Encouraging innovation in cybersecurity.

• Sec. 6. Compliance of Phase III awards with competitive procedures.

• Sec. 7. Improvements to technical and business assistance in the SBIR and STTR 

programs.

• Sec. 8. Procurement center representatives and other acquisition personnel in the SBIR 

and STTR programs.

• Sec. 9. Increased outreach requirements.

• Sec. 10. Annual meeting.

• Sec. 11. Establishing the Civilian Agency Commercialization Readiness Program.

• Sec. 12. Commercialization assistance pilot programs.

• Sec. 13. Phase 0 Proof of Concept Partnership Pilot Program.

• Sec. 14. Reporting requirements.

• Sec. 15. SBIR Phase flexibility.

• Sec. 16. Extension of deadline for assistance for administrative, oversight, and 

contract processing costs.

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/2763/text
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NASA SBIR/STTR Solicitation Release

• 2017 Solicitation:

• Released 11/17/2016 – Now Closed

• 2018 Solicitation: 

• Anticipate Presolicitation to be posted in FedBizOpps, late December.

• Anticipate 2018 Solicitation to be released by HQ in early to mid 

January 2018 at    http://sbir.nasa.gov

• Until release, we are in the Open Period - but cannot disclose 

details of the upcoming 2018 Solicitation. 

• After release, the converse - 2018 Solicitation information will be 

public but we will be in the Blackout Period. 

• Reminder: During the Blackout Period we can discuss existing 

SBIR work as usual, and general NASA needs and interests not 

connected directly to the open Solicitation. However - we cannot 

provide companies with any additional details or clarification 

related to the open Solicitation. 
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Program Schedule Information

• This isn’t the first time the calendar has been changed. 

• About 10 years ago the Solicitation was typically released in mid-July. 

• Then NASA HQ moved it to September, subsequently to November, 

and now to January. 

• HQ and the Level 2 Program Management Office periodically 

have needed to update the SBIR/STTR master schedule to 

balance the large number of activities.

• Submittal dates for 2017 Phase II proposals (corresponding to the Phase 

I’s awarded earlier this year) are not affected by the revised release date 

for the 2018 Solicitation. 

• 2017 Phase II proposals are still due on the last day of the 

corresponding Phase I contract. 

• The 2018 Solicitation will include information for 2018 Phase I/II 

proposals. 
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Where to Find the 2018 Solicitation (January)

• Will be posted at https://sbir.nasa.gov/solicitations and also linked to 

home page at https://sbir.nasa.gov

• 2017 version for reference: 
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Phase II-E/X for Program Year 2015 Awardees

November 14, 2017

• Program Year 2015 awardees are eligible for the older Phase II 

Enhancement (II-E) and Phase II eXpanded (II-X) Options. 

https://sbir.nasa.gov/content/post-phase-ii-initiatives#Phase-II-E

https://sbir.nasa.gov/content/post-phase-ii-initiatives#Phase-II-x

II-E (Enhancement)

II-X (eXpanded) 
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Post Phase II Initiatives – Phase II-Extended  

• Phase II-Extended is a combination of the older II-Enhancement (II-E) and II-

eXpanded (II-X) Initiatives. Only Phase II awardees from Program Year 2016 and 

later will be eligible. 

• Program Year 2015 awardees are still eligible for the older II-E and II-X Options –

See previous page. 

• Objective: Encourage advancement of innovations developed under Phase II, via an 

Option for further R&D on active Phase II contracts in good standing with NASA. 

• To qualify for this Option, eligible firms shall secure a non-SBIR/STTR investor to 

contribute funding towards further enhancing the research. Investor may be a non-

SBIR/STTR NASA program; or an investor external to NASA, from another 

government agency or the private sector.

• Detailed guidelines are at

https://sbir.nasa.gov/content/post-phase-ii-initiatives#Phase-II-E-2016-2

November 14, 2017

II-Extended
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NASA SBIR CCRPP (formerly CRP) 

• Purpose: Advance SBIR/STTR‐developed technology through a combination of further 

SBIR/STTR program investment and non-SBIR/STTR program investor funds. 

• Primary objective of the NASA Civilian Commercialization Readiness Pilot 

Program (CCRPP) is an infusion or commercialization, not an incremental 

improvement in technology maturation alone. 

• CCRPP was created as part of the SBIR and STTR Reauthorization Act of 2012 (P. L. 

112-81, Section 5001) with the purpose of accelerating the transition of SBIR and 

STTR funded technologies to commercialization. Detailed guidelines are at

https://sbir.nasa.gov/content/post-phase-ii-initiatives#CCRPP

November 14, 2017

• 2017 CCRPP awardees are either in contract negotiation or recently came on contract. 

• Details of the 2018 CCRPP are in work. 
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Innovation Corps (I-Corps) – Overall Goals

• NSF created the NSF Innovation Corps (I-Corps™) (hereinafter I-Corps) 

Program in FY 2011 to “develop and nurture a national innovation ecosystem 

that builds upon fundamental research to guide the output of scientific 

discoveries closer to the development of technologies, products and 

processes that benefit society.” 

• NSF’s I-Corps training is designed to lower the market risk inherent in 

bringing a product or innovation to market, improving the chances for a 

viable business. 

• Since NSF started the I-Corps Program in FY2011, several other Federal 

agencies have funded I-Corps cohorts including NIH, DHS, USDA, DOD and 

DOE.

• The goals of SBIR/STTR and I-Corps overlap, by encouraging the 

innovation and entrepreneurship of small businesses and enabling 

those businesses to commercialize their innovations. 

https://sbir.nasa.gov/content/I-Corps
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Innovation Corps (I-Corps) – NASA Leveraging 

• NASA worked with NSF to implement pilot I-Corps programs in 2017 as 

part of the NASA SBIR/STTR Proposal Solicitation. The NASA I-Corps 

program should enable small businesses, including start-up firms, to increase 

the odds of accelerating the process of developing their SBIR/STTR 

developed technologies into a repeatable and scalable business model. 

• The program will accomplish this by putting the firms through a version of the 

Lean Launchpad – I-Corps process which includes:

• Developing their business model hypotheses using the Business Model 

Canvas.

• Testing those hypotheses through the Customer Development Interview 

process.

• The intended result of I-Corps is to provide firms with a better 

understanding of their customers’ needs, give firms a better 

understanding of their company’s value proposition as it relates to 

those customer needs, and provide firms with an outline of a business 

plan for moving forward.

https://sbir.nasa.gov/content/I-Corps
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Establishing NASA SBIR Points of Contact

• We may communicate with companies about NASA/JPL SBIR/STTR needs, 

technical relevance, applications, technical subtopic details and clarifications, 

etc. 

• The one exception is the Blackout Period (from Solicitation Release 

through Phase I Awards Announcement).

• During the Blackout Period we can discuss existing SBIR work as usual, 

and general NASA needs and interests not connected directly to the 

Solicitation.

• However - we cannot provide companies with any additional details 

or clarification related to the open Solicitation. 

• You are encouraged to contact us! 

• If you do not already have NASA technical point(s) of contact, you 

can contact the SBIR Center Technology Transition Lead (CTTL) or 

the Mission Directorate Liaisons at the desired Center(s).  

http://sbir.nasa.gov/content/nasa-sbirsttr-program-contacts 

• We can provide you with relevant leads and points of contact.
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JPL SBIR Points of Contact

 Mark Davidson – Program Administration and Analysis 

Mark.H.Davidson@jpl.nasa.gov

 Richard French – Manager, Technology Partnerships/ SBIR Program 

Manager

Richard.T.French@jpl.nasa.gov

 Carol Lewis – Technology Transition Lead 

Carol.R.Lewis@jpl.nasa.gov

 Janelle Nguyen – Administration Support

Janelle.Nguyen@jpl.nasa.gov

 Rich Terrile – Operations Manager 

Richard.J.Terrile@jpl.nasa.gov

 Debbie Wolfenbarger – External Communications

Debora.L.Wolfenbarger@jpl.nasa.gov
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